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'GUARDIAN AD LITEM (GAL) 1S

appointed by a judge to advocate for

the best interests of a child whose parents
are involved in divorce or custody e
proceedings. The role of the GAL is

to conduct impartial investigations and
make unbiased recommendations to the
court determining parental custody and

a parenting plan.

Each year, courts order more than 58,000 children in*
custody disputes nationwide into unsupervised contact
with an abusive parent.' Montana has one of the least
structured GAL systems in the country and is in need~
of reform, Parents and professionals whove been = - -
involved with a GAL in our state say that the .~ ..
system is lacking accountability regarding
qualifications, training, standards, and
guidelines. Amending Montana’s GAL f
legislation would alleviate problems caused - -
by the lack of standards, ensuring that
guardians can better protect children involved
in custody disputes. :

1. The Leadership Council on Child Abuse and _Em% 10
Violence, www.leadershipcouncil.org/1/med/PR3.htinl,
9/22/2008 press release o

JUE TO VAGUENESS i1 the Montana Code Annotated

statutes governing GALs in divorce proceedings, districts

and tribal courts differ in how they use GALs. Usage
ranges from never to rarely to regularly due to differences
in availability, affordability, judge preference, and usage
of alternative systems instead of GALs. There is an
informal consensus that GA Ls would take some burden
off of district and tribal courts if they were available

and affordable.

Yes, there is o need for GALs, or someo
enild’s best interest. —BLACKFEET '

fo represent the
BAL COURT

&SE arents dre
not inforvmed obout
what the process
entails nor dre they
w@wg«m& for the cost
or the. time. —CLERK
OF DISTRICT COURT
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@Z MONTANA, there are no standards or guidelines
for a GAL to follow. Consequently, GALs may work
months or years on a single case, which can force families

into debt. Read some of these concerns.

E90s, power trips, and money-making have o

place in this process. A child's @,Ww?m should
not depend o parent's &u_.m_.ﬁq o pcy.
—CFS MEMBER

The bottom line is that GALS need requia-
+ion. 've seen life altering decisions made
by GALS Hhat will Lorever affect chidren’s

lives, one way or another.
~-MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Twiticdly, the Dgshmﬁgw of a
waﬁmmm&mv&.m hiced o cbjectively
worle for the best interest of
my children seemed idead. Six ond
G Walf years (and thousonds of
dollars) later, wy children five
unsupervised with an dbusive
fother, oand I oim com-—
w?\@f wg\@&mmw

—PARENT

m‘Z MONTANA, no experience or professional GAL
training is required. GALs operate in the absence of
qualification standards and may lack expertise on

Fﬁu\ issues. Here are some concerns.

I befleve +hat everyone
who serves as a GAL
must have training
before \I)mx g++ms%+
any coses. ~GAL

The GAL, wivo was
wntrained in domestic
violence, chhild development,
or the signs and toms =
of mwxgws, ph b.%;ﬁ@:m& ,
failed to advocate for ny
children’s best interest.
Despite tie fact that w @im had diselosed to
wéﬁwmma\:im that + SwmAma& beemn mwx\:é@ abused,
the GAL still mandnted an incrense in UnSupervised
visits witih tihe abuser. —-PARENT

With proper 4raining, | believe +here would be less court
hearings, less adversarial £amflies, and chidren who can move
on with Aheir lives. —MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL



